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Zhanna Kadyrova and Jifi Kovanda
(Almost) Involuntary Sculptures
Curated by Elena Sorokina

current exhibition

ZAHORIAN & VAN ESPEN Bratislava

This exhibition creates a space for an encounter between Jifi Kovanda and Zhanna Kadyrova, and a possibility for the two artists to exchange about fragility in sculpture.
Coming from different contexts and different generations, Kovanda and Kadyrova both take sculpture to its limits, to its margins and paradoxes. Their work often engages in
profound detournements, inviting found and recuperated objects, and shaping elusive aspects of the quotidian into form, material or immaterial. In distinct, yet similarly
counterintuitive ways, they volatilise the monumentality of sculpture through ironic gestures and introduce fragility as response to modernism’s heroic claims. For this project,
alongside earlier work, the two artists have produced new work, incorporating the spirit of place, conceptual moments, charged ideas, and reclaimed objects from the
Grossling Bathhouse in Bratislava, currently waiting for reconstruction. Today, when the pandemic makes us increasingly aware of our bodies’ fragility, the empty bathhouse
awaiting new life retraces the various aspects and dichotomies of “body” across many centuries. Built in 1895, it brings back images and roles of the body as it witnessed
throughout its existence, evoking rituals of cleaning, social interaction, healing and pleasure. It also draws out the radical shift to the ideologies of healthy, valid, and strong
bodies promoted in the 20th century in both the former East and former West. In this particular moment, the absence of bodies in the currently decaying architecture of
Grossling constitutes a perfect conceptual point of encounter for Kadyrova and Kovanda, both profoundly engaged with coincidences and fragilities in objects, bodies and
minds.

Jifi Kovanda was born in 1953 in Prague, where he currently lives and works. One of the major protagonists of the European conceptual art, he organised his first interventions
in public spaces of Prague during the mid-1970’s. In these interventions, mundane actions appear slightly off-key and off-balance, they undulate between apparent simplicity
and poetic resonance, allowing us to sense the fragility of the individual in a society under surveillance. Although Kovanda’s minimalistic actions carried a very different political
charge in the 1970s, they remain more than relevant in the current situation of digital surveillance capitalism. Today, Kovanda continues to create, still interested in sensuous
encounters, separations and connections, and still inimitably subtle, poetical, and unsettling.

Jiri Kovanda is represented by the galeries: gb agency, Paris; Krobath, Wien and SVIT, Prague

Zhanna Kadyrova was born in 1981 in Brovary, Ukraine, and graduated from the T.G. Shevchenko School of Art in 1999. Around 2000, Kadyrova traveled to Prague, and it was
her first trip abroad. Alongside other visits and encounters, she saw an exhibition of Jifi Kovanda, which influenced her decision to become an artist. Today, her practice is
recognised worldwide for her unique take on sculpture and her work with found material. Kadyrova interrogates the transformations of “modern matter”, often using tiles taken
from destroyed or abandoned buildings. Her objects reflect on the consequences of human activities which are often far removed from their initial emancipatory ideals.

Zhanna Kadyrova is represented by the GALLERIA CONTINUA, San Gimignano, Beijing, Les Moulins, Habana, Rome and ZAHORIAN & VAN ESPEN, Bratislava, Prague.

Elena Sorokina is curator and art historian, she was curator of the HISK (High Institute of Fine Arts, Belgium) 2017-2018. Between 2015-2017 she was curatorial advisor of
documenta 14 in Athens/Kassel. She invited Jifi Kovanda to participate in the exhibition “Spaces of Exception”, a special project of the Moscow Biennial 2013. She curated

“Resistance of Matter”, the solo exhibition of Zhanna Kadyrova at ZVE and Galleria Continua in 2019. In 2006, Kadyrova as a member of the newly established group REP
participated in the exhibition “Contested Spaces” curated by Sorokina at the CUNY University in New York.

Supported using public funding by Slovak Arts Council
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image: TASR / A. Prake$, Grossling Bath, 1963

Zhanna Kadyrova a Jifi Kovanda
(Takmer) Nedobrovol'né sochy
kuratorka: Elena Sorokina
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Vystava prinasa priestor na stretnutie Jifiho Kovandu a Zhanny Kadyrovej a zaroveri im dava moznost umeleckej vymeny na tému krehkost v soche. Pochadzajic z réznych
kontextov a réznych generécii, obaja, Kovanda aj Kadyrova, stavaju sochu na hranicu jej limitov, na jej okraje a paradoxy. Ich prace Casto reflektuju daleké obchadzky, pozyvaju
najdené objekty a inak prehodnoteny material a tvaruju neuchopitelné aspekty kazdodenného (do materialnej alebo imaterialnej formy). Zjavnymi, ale zarovei podobne
neintuitivnymi spésobmi volatilizuji monumentalitu sochy a pouzivaju krehkost ako odpoved na heroické tvrdenia modernizmu.

Pre tento projekt, popri skorsich pracach, obaja autori vytvorili nové diela, do ktorych zaclenili ducha miesta, konceptualne momenty, nabité napady a prisvojené objekty z
kipelov Grossling v Bratislave, ktoré v blizkej dobe ¢aka obnova. V ¢ase, ked nés pandémia nuti Goraz viac sa zamyslat nad krehkostou nasich individuélnych tiel, pripominaju
prézdne kupele ¢akajlce na novy Zivot aspekty a dichotomie ,tela“ prekracujiceho mnohé storocia. Kupele postavené v roku 1895 znovu prinasaju obrazy a roly tak, ako ich
,zazili“ potas svojej existencie, evokuijlc ritudly ocisty, socialnej interakcie, uzdravovania a poZzitku. Obnovuiju tiez radikalny posun k zdravym, funkénym a silnym teldam
propagovanym byvalym vychodom aj zapadom v 20. storo¢i. V tomto konkrétnom pripade predstavuje ich absencia v chatrajicej architekture Grosslingu dokonaly
konceptualny bod stretu Kadyrovej a Kovandu, priGom sa obaja hibkovo zaoberajii nahodami a krehkostami objektov, tiel a mysli.

Jifi Kovanda sa narodil v roku 1953 v Prahe, kde aj Zije a pracuje. Je jednym z najvacésich protagonistov eurépskeho konceptualneho umenia a svoje prvé intervencie
zrealizoval vo verejnych priestoroch v Prahe v 70. rokoch. V tychto intervenciach pdsobia svetské udalosti trochu zvlastne a nevybalansovane, vinia sa medzi ocividnou
jednoduchostou a poetickou rezonanciou, ¢im nam dovoluju citit krehkost individuélneho v spolo¢nosti pod neustalym dohl'adom. Aj ked Kovandove minimalistické akcie niesli
v 70. rokoch velmi odli$ny politicky naboj, ostavaju viac ako relevantné aj v sii¢asnej situécii kapitalizmu digitalneho dohladu. Kovanda dnes pokracuje v tvorbe a stéle ho
zaujimaju senzuélne stretnutia, delenia a spojenia, nenapodobnitelne subtilne, poetické a neustéalené. Jifiho Kovandu zastupuje galéria gb agency, Pariz; Krobath, Vieder a
SVIT, Praha.

Zhanna Kadyrova sa narodila v roku 1981 v Brovary na Ukrajine a v roku 1999 vystudovala $kolu umenia T. G. Sevéenka. Okolo roku 2000 prisla Kadyrova do Prahy, &o bola
jej prva cesta za hranice. Popri inych navstevach a stretnutiach videla vystavu Jifiho Kovandu, ktoréa ovplyvnila jej rozhodnutie stat sa umelkyiou. Dnes je jej umelecka prax
svetovo znama pre jedinecné ponatie sochy a pracu s najdenym materidlom. Kadyrova skima transformécie ,modernej hmoty*, pricom ¢asto pouziva kachli¢ky zo zni¢enych
alebo opustenych budov. Jej objekty reflektuji nasledky ludskych ¢innosti, ktoré byvaju Upine oddelené od ich prvotnych, emancipacnych idedlov. Zhannu Kadyrovu zastupuje
GALLERIA CONTINUA San Gimignano, Peking, Les Moulins, Havana, Rim a ZAHORIAN & VAN ESPEN, Bratislava, Praha.

Elena Sorokina je kuratorka a histori¢ka umenia. V rokoch 2017 — 2018 bola kuratorkou v HISK (High Institute of Fine Arts, Belgicko). Medzi rokmi 2015 a 2017 bola
kuratorskou poradkyiou ,dokumenty 14“ v Aténach / Kasseli. Jifiho Kovandu prizvala k $pecialnemu projektu ,Spaces of Exception“ Moskovského biendle 2013. V roku 2019
kuratorsky pripravila ,,Resistance of Matter” — samostatnu vystavu Zhanny Kadyrovej v Zahorian & Van Espen, Praha a v galérii Continua, Les Moulins. V roku 2006 bola
kuratorkou ,,Contested Spaces“ na CUNY University v New Yorku, kde participovala Kadyrova ako ¢lenka novozalozenej skupiny REP.



